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The playing characteristics of elite women's water polo match was revealed by notational match analysis. Analysis was completed

on all 48 games of the 2001 World Championships for women's water polo. 12 teams participated on this tournament were divid-

ed into 2groups; the higher ranked 8 teams (HR) and lower ranked 4 teams (LR). The collected measures of performance were

number of attacks, number of shots by style, number of shot results by style, number of personal fouls by style, number of mis-

takes with the ball, number of mistakes without the ball, and attacking time for each attacks. Collected average data were used

for comparing playing characteristics of two groups. The results show that: 1). On offense, the HR shot more frequently and

made fewer mistakes than the LR. 2). On defense, the HR had more personal fouls and higher saving percentage of goalie than

the LR. Thus, aspiring women's water polo teams should bring the ball to shot situations without missing the ball, should not hes-

itate to commit personal fouls, and should have an exceptional goalie.
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